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ALL UMPIRES need to be in full uniform (shirt, hat, pants, and shoes). Shirts and hats
with the Babe Ruth logo are available at Sportland (106 5th St S Moorhead). Each umpire is
required to wear a Babe Ruth Umpire shirt, a Babe Ruth Umpire hat and to carry an umpire kit.
The kit includes a ball bag, clicker, and brush and is also available at Sportlands. All umpires
must have shirts tucked in and no sandals are allowed.

Fargo Parks On Call Phone Number: 476-4088
All umpires are expected to be in full uniform and arrive at the game site at least 15

minutes prior to game time. Collect the umpire gear from the equipment shed or box located
at the fields and place it at the backstop. Do a quick walk around the bases to check that they
are properly staked and look around the infield to make sure it is in a safe, playable condition.

Prior to game time, have a coach's meeting. Review ground rules, discuss the time
frame of the game with the coaches before the game begins and exchange line-up information.
It is your responsibility to see that the rules for batting orders at each age level are followed.
Be sure to have your card signed before the game. Print your name, Ump ID # and Game #
clearly. Each umpire will receive a book of Babe Ruth Baseball rules and regulations and
official playing rules. Carry a copy of the age appropriate rules AND your rulebook to all
games. Familiarize yourself with the rulebook. Highlight or mark areas in the rulebook that
pertain to situations that come up frequently. Be courteous and professional.

Remember: NO fraternizing with either dugout before, during, or after the game.

Umpires are responsible for starting the game on time and to HUSTLE the game along.
The first pitch must take place at the scheduled game start time. All infield must take place
before the scheduled game start time. Be sure to record the exact time the game is started.
This will eliminate time limit controversies. It is up to the umpire to manage this time. Count
pitches - 4 between innings and 6 if a new pitcher enters the game. (See rule 8.03 for more
detail.) If there are questions concerning the rules, controversies need to be resolved amongst
the umpires and/or coaches. Move to a neutral location away from both players and
spectators. After the game, hang your gear in the equipment shed, away from the chalkers or
place it in the equipment box.

Babe Ruth leagues (13-18 yr olds) - No new inning starts after 8:00 on all fields.
However, any inning started before 8:00 MUST be completed.

Cal Ripken leagues (8-12 yr olds) - no new inning starts after 1 hour and 45
minutes from game start time. Any inning started before 1 hour and 45 minutes MUST
be completed.

For both leagues, if there is not a second game scheduled on the field and the
game is tied when the time limit is met, you may play extra innings. Have the coaches
mutually agree upon this exception, BEFORE the game begins.

Mari Jastram will schedule all of the umpires for games in Fargo, Moorhead and
West Fargo. Mike Jastram will be the Umpire Supervisor. He will be checking in
on games throughout the season and be responsible for the training of all



umpires. If you have rules or situations you are not sure of, please call him for assistance
(298-0430).
FIELD UMPIRES
A SLOT: No runners, stand where the infield ends and the outfield grass begins, in foul
territory. Calls at first base are made in fair territory.
B SLOT: Runner at first, stand between mound and 2nd base, left hip of the pitcher.
C SLOT: Runner at 1st, 2nd and/or 3rd, stand between the mound and 2nd base, right hip of the
pitcher.

A
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GAME CARDS
Game cards should be filled out COMPLETELY! Make sure you complete each inning and
Final score accurately! Please print clearly and make sure Game #'s and Umpire #'s are
legible and correct. There will be no attempt by the treasurer to pay umpires for any cards that
are sent in unreadable. Game cards can be sent in daily or you may send one week's worth of
cards in one envelope. Post cards require only a 24¢ stamp. Checks will be issued each
Monday, for the previous week's game cards that are received. The pay scale is as follows:

$20.00 per game - Rookie League (8-9 year olds); only 1 ump/game, 2 games/night
$20.00 Plate & Field umpire/game - Cal Ripken League (10-12 year olds)
$25.00 Plate & Field umpire/game - Babe Ruth League (13-14 year olds)
$35.00 Plate & Field umpire/game - Babe Ruth League (15-18 year olds)

FARGO BABE RUTH BASEBALL GAME RESULTS

Age_________ Field ______________________________________________

Game #______-_______ Date________/________/________ Time________________

Visiting Team __________________________________________________________

Home Team ___________________________________________________________

Game was: (CIRCLE ONE ) OFFICIAL SUSPENDED CALLED RESUMED

Plate Umpire ________________________Field Umpire _______________________

Phone _______________ UMP#_______ Phone _______________UMP#________

Teams 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Final

Umpire Signature__________________________ / ____________________________

Home Coach ________________________ Visiting Coach ______________________

Listen to KFGO 790 AM or check our web-site: fargobaberuth.org for rain-out
information. If you see lightning, stop the game and ask everyone to proceed to their



dugouts or cars. You may suspend the game if you feel it may clear quickly or you may call
the game if poor weather conditions continue.

After all umpires have been certified, you will receive a list of all available umpires. If you are
unable to umpire your scheduled game, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE for getting a substitute to
fulfill your obligation. Please inform the Umpire coordinator of your replacement’s name. If
you are a "no-show" at a game, $25.00 will be deducted from your next paycheck.
Remember, umpiring assignments will be based upon experience, availability and
reliability. Please do not have your parents call to have you scheduled for umpiring. Be
responsible, make the call yourself and discuss your assignment availability with Mari Jastram.
She is responsible for having the schedule filled each week by Sunday night and it will then be
posted on the web for your viewing. Be sure to register on the web site: fargobaberuth.org.
To get a password on the web-site, click on ‘user sign-up’, complete the profile using any ID
and password that you would like. You will receive an e-mail saying you are approved and are
able to access all areas of the site. Please make sure the Umpire Coordinators have your e-
mail address so they can communicate with you efficiently.

It is the intent of the Babe Ruth Baseball League to have a fun, safe and non-confrontational
environment for umpires, players, coaches, parents, and spectators. Fargo, Moorhead and
West Fargo have adopted a ‘NO TOLERANCE’ policy for all games played within the tri-city.
Any coach, player, parent, umpire or fan displaying unsportsman-like conduct, abusing
equipment or facilities, using profane language, taunting other teams or players will be issued
a warning. If the situation continues, a second warning will be issued and the offender will be
asked to leave the game. A third (3rd) offense will result in the player being removed from the
Babe Ruth program. If an individual refuses to leave after a warning has been issued, the
umpire may choose to declare a forfeit. All umpires will be provided with “Talk to Us’ cards to
relay suggestions, comments or concerns.

UMPIRING TIPS

A good umpire doe not engage in conversation with players, coaches and fans.

A good umpire keeps his uniform in good condition and always stays active and
alert on the field.

A good umpire keeps the game moving through hustle. It is a proven fact that the
game will move fast if the umpire shows hustle.

A good umpire keeps his eye on the ball. It is more important to know where a fly ball
fell or a thrown ball finished up rather than whether or not a runner missed the base.

A good umpire does not call the plays too quickly or turn away too fast when a fielder is
throwing to complete a double play.

A good umpire does not come running with his arms up or down. A good umpire calls
his plays in a still position and waits until a play is complete before making a call.

A good umpire knows that every game is important. You never know who is watching
you work the game.

A good umpire has respect for the players. Every game is important to the players.

Be courteous, impartial, and firm and you will be ready for the big game! Have a great
2007 season!





1. Take the concern directly to the party – coach, parent, official, player, etc. This meeting should be in
private and should not turn into a confrontation between the coach and player or parent. If the problem
cannot be resolved…..

2. Take the concern to the Umpire Coordinator. If they are not able to simply answer a question you may
have, they will be responsible for bringing the concern to the attention of the Board of Directors for their
review.
a. The Board of Directors – Discipline Committee will consist of two board members appointed by the

League President, and the two Player Agents. The purpose of this committee is to investigate and
gather information on a formal complaint from a Board Member or the Commissioners, of an
infraction by a coach, manager, official, parent, player or any persons associated with Fargo Babe
Ruth Baseball which shows to be detrimental to the league. This committee, based on its
investigation will forward to the League President and First Vice President its recommendations of
discipline and this action will conclude within 72 hours of the complaint.





COACH’S CODE OF ETHICS

1. Coaches will:

a. Keep in mind that the player is the most important part of the program and that learning
and developing is more important than winning

b. Understand the rules of the game and share that understanding with the players
c. Treat players fairly and equally
d. Maintain a neat appearance
e. Be prompt
f. Display kindness, consideration, and understanding towards the players
g. Share ideas and techniques with other coaches for the betterment of the League
h. Attempt to use all players at each position during the regular season
i. Be considerate of other teams
j. Be well prepared for practices
k. Have a positive attitude at all times
l. Have a knowledge of first aid
m. Teach players to respect officials’ decisions

2. Coaches will not:

a. Offer players rewards for performance
b. Use offensive language
c. Solicit players for their own team
d. Physically or verbally abuse players
e. Use tobacco or alcohol prior to or while supervising players during practice or games

3. Non-compliance with this code of ethics will result in a review of the coach by the Babe
Ruth Baseball Board of Directors – Discipline Committee to determine disciplinary action.

OFFICIAL’S CODE OF ETHICS

1. Officials are expected to:

a. Know the rules of the game
b. Be professional
c. Be on time
d. Be courteous
e. Be consistent and impartial
f. Refrain from abusive or offensive language
g. The use of tobacco, alcohol, or illegal drugs prior to or during practices or games is prohibited. Violation

of this rule will result in immediate dismissal from this organization
h. Be properly attired as governed by League rules

2. Questions or concerns should be taken to the Umpire Coordinator.


